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Should we be serious about preservation?

» Projects valued at 150,000,000 since 2006 =
A Creating awareness

A Developing tools

A Testbeds of large amounts of data
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What is Digital Preservation?

Digital preservation definitions | What dees ‘long-term’ mean? | YWhat do we need to
preserve? | Why should we care? | Real life examples | Some of the benefits |
Further resources |

Three definitions of long term’ Digital Preservation

Digital preservation is a set of activities required to make sure digital objects can be
located, rendered, used and understood in the future. This can include managing the
object names and locations, updating the storage media, documenting the content
and tracking hardware and software changes to make sure objects can still be
opened and understood.
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1. "Digital preservation combines policies, strategies and actions to ensure
access to reformatted and born digital content regardless of the challenges of
media failure and technological change. The goal of digital preservation is the
accurate rendering of authenticated content over time." (ALA 2007:2)

2. "The act of maintaining information, in a correct and Independently
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Understandable form, over the Long Term.” (CCSDS 2002: 1-11) DPE user
3. "All activities concerning the maintenance and care for/curation of digital or community
DPE registries
DPE publications

backtotop ™ DRAMBORA
What does Tong-term” mean in the context of Digital Preservation? = PLATTER -
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electronic objects, in relation to both storage and access." (Research
Councils UK 2008: 6)
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South African situation

Projects -based digitisation

Scattered collections

External funding

Current focus on creation of digitised resources
Lack of focus on long term preservation
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» National preservation policy?
» National financial commitment?
» National guidelines?




Preservation requl

Focus from the outset of a project
Integration into  life cycle of digital resources

Expertise and technical capacity

Planning

Strategies

Policies

Infrastructure \\&;
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more than bits and

» Complex preservation of  digital data
» Accessto meaningful information

» Retention of context ( Relationship of content to the
environment in which it was created)
A Semantic context (implied and explicit terminologies)
A Relationships between collections
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Information management
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Preservation and sustainability

PRESERVATION SUSTAINABILITY
Digital item Digital information
A Authenticity A Technical infrastructure
A Renderability A Social infrastructure
A Completeness A Organisational infrastructure
A Unigueness A Economic infrastructure
\Z

Digital Resource Management from Data to Knowledge¢2B8 July 2009, Durban, South Africa DISA
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Economic challenges
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Projects - external sources of funding

Inclusion of preservation costs inflates the budget

On-going costs - difficult to quantify

Lack of organisational commitment




Other core I1ssues

Perceived value of resources
Recognised benefits

Value of memory

Copyright

Continued access

Persistent idenfication
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Recommendations

Increased collaboration
Open source

Networked infrastructures
Standardisation

Funder mandates

Hosting of content
Creation of new knowledge

¥y ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ v ¥




Collaboration

A Interoperability

A Scaleability and extensibility

A Sharing of skills

A Compatability of systems

A Policies, guidelines and best practices

A Research portals A increased visibility
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Open source solutions
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Increased interoperability

Improved management

Tools and software

Metadata




Networked infrastructures

Portals and gateways
Tools and guidelines
Increased visibility
Increased usage
Shared costs
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Standardisation

Metadata

Schemas (PREMIS)
Tools and guidelines
Protocols

Training and skills
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Funder mandates

» Obligations required by  funders

» Mandatory part of agreements

» Obligation to implement long term preservation

» Sustainability
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Hosting of content

» Trusted repositories

» Leave it to the experts!

» Economies of scale

» Preservation services
A DANS
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DANS
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What is DANS?

DANS - Data Archiving and Networked Services - is an institute under the auspices of Royal Netherlands Academy
of Arts and Sciences (KNAW) which is also supported by the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research
(NWO].

Since its establishment in 2005, DANS has been storing and making research data in the arts and humanities and
social sciences permanently accessible. To this end DANS itself develops permanent archiving services, stimulates
others to follow suit, works closely with data managers to ensure as much data as possible is made freely available
for use in scientific research.

Searching data
Archiving data
About DANS
Contact

Projects

Ceraces What does DANS do?

Symposia An important activity carried out by DANS is the setting up, managing and continued improvement of the user

DANS publications friendly archiving system EASY. In addition, DANS provides other services such as offering access to the files of
large data managers, both national and international. DANS also takes part in numerous projects to make data

Privacy regulations DANS accessible or conserves it for scientific research. Retro-archiving projects are carried out on assignment. This
involves ordering and making older data and data that is difficult to access available. DANS has a specialised
department for research and development that can also carry out activities for research groups. Furthermore, DANS

Vacancies is a partner in international data organisations and can therefore ensure that Dutch researchers gain easy access to
databases from abroad.

EASY

EASY - Electronic Archiving System is open to all researchers in the arts and humanities and social sciences. It
allows them to permanently store their data and to search data themselves. This includes data from the former
socio-scientific Steinmetz Archive and the former Netherlands Historic Data Archive. Archaeologists can also make
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Creation of new knowledge

» Resources used in teaching, learning and education
» Increasing the value
» LOCKSS

» Cloud computing
A DuraCloud
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DuraCloud
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