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Should we be serious about preservation?

Projects valued at ú50,000,000 since 2006 =

ÁCreating awareness

ÁDeveloping tools

ÁTestbeds of large amounts of data



Planets
http://www.planet - projects.eu

http://www.planet-projects.eu/
http://www.planet-projects.eu/
http://www.planet-projects.eu/


Digital Preservation Europe
http://www.digitalpreservationeurope.eu

http://www.digitalpreservationeurope.eu/


South African situation

Projects -based digitisation

Scattered collections

External funding 

Current focus on creation of digitised resources

Lack of focus on long term preservation

National preservation policy?

National financial commitment?

National guidelines?



Preservation requires é.

Focus from the outset of a project

Integration into life cycle of digital resources

Expertise and technical capacity

Planning

Strategies

Policies

Infrastructure
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more than bits and bytesé.

It is a é

Complex preservation of digital data

Access to meaningful information

Retention of context ( Relationship of content to the 

environment in which it was created)

Á Semantic context (implied and explicit terminologies)

Á Relationships between collections
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Information management

1. collect data 2. manage data

3. create information

4. manage information

5. collaborate and annotate

6. publish information

7. discover information



8. preservation

Information management

1. collect data 2. manage data

3. create information

4. manage information

5. collaborate and annotate

6. publish information

7. discover information



Digital Resource Management from Data to Knowledge, 21ς23 July 2009, Durban, South Africa

Preservation and sustainability

SUSTAINABILITY

Digital information

Á Technical infrastructure

Á Social infrastructure

Á Organisational infrastructure

Á Economic infrastructure

PRESERVATION

Digital item

Å Authenticity

Å Renderability

Å Completeness

Å Uniqueness



Economic challenges

Projects - external sources of funding

Inclusion of preservation costs inflates the budget

On-going costs - difficult to quantify

Lack of organisational commitment 



Other core issues

Perceived value of resources

Recognised benefits

Value of memory 

Copyright

Continued access

Persistent idenfication
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Recommendations

Increased collaboration

Open source 

Networked infrastructures

Standardisation

Funder mandates

Hosting of content

Creation of new knowledge



Collaboration

Á Interoperability

ÁScaleability and extensibility

ÁSharing of skills 

ÁCompatability of systems 

ÁPolicies, guidelines and best practices

ÁResearch portals Ą increased visibility
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eIFL.net
http://www.eifl.net

http://www.eifl.net/


Open source solutions

Increased interoperability

Improved management

Tools and software

Metadata



Networked infrastructures

Portals and gateways

Tools and guidelines

Increased visibility

Increased usage

Shared costs
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Standardisation

Metadata

Schemas (PREMIS)

Tools and guidelines

Protocols

Training and skills
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Funder mandates

Obligations required by funders

Mandatory part of agreements

Obligation to implement long term preservation

Sustainability
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Hosting of content

Trusted repositories 

Leave it to the experts!

Economies of scale

Preservation services

ÁDANS
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DANS



Creation of new knowledge

Resources used in teaching, learning and education

Increasing the value

LOCKSS

Cloud computing 

ÁDuraCloud
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DuraCloud


